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A Colchester Suite
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Alan Bullard

Four movements with optional linking narrative

for

2 Flutes, 2 Oboes, 2 Clarinets, 2 Bassoons
2 Horns, 1 Trumpet, 1 Trombone (optional)
Percussion (2 or more players), and Strings

Percussion:
Player 1 / Stave 1: Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Cymbals
Player 2 / Stave 2: Triangle, Bass Drum, Tambourine,
Suspended Cymbal, Side Drum, Gong (optional)

SPOKEN (optional)....

"A Colchester Suite.

Four movements depicting life in Colchester, Essex.

We begin on an early Saturday morning in the High Street as
the traders gradually arrive and set up their market stalls,
compete with each other to sell their goods, and finally, as
evening comes, take down their stalls and return home."

Hold under
narration (optional)
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SPOKEN....

" Only a few minutes away from the busy scene of the city, we escape

to the tranquil countryside of Hilly Fields as the gorse comes into flower,
with the peaceful sound of the birds singing, the insects humming, and
all the time the skyline of Colchester almost within reach.”
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SPOKEN....

"Before the days of container loads, the port of The Hythe was a peaceful place;
with sailing ships gently coming and going laden with coals from Newcastle,
fish from Yarmouth, and grain, dairy produce and cloth bound for London."
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SPOKEN.....

"Legend has it that the King of England in the third century was Cole, King of Colchester.

In this song, Old King Cole calls for his fiddlers, his harps, his pipes and his drums; we offer
you today a fantasia on the well-known tune played on a wider variety of instruments.
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I am indebted to the late John Bensusan-Butt for drawing my attention to the significance of 'Old King Cole' for Colcestrians.
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